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1. SUMMARY: SWEDISH LO EX-PRESIDENT ARNE GEIJER 
AND INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY THORBJORN CARLSSON IN 
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SEPARATE CONVERSATIONS DESCRIBED JANUARY 19 EAST- 
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WEST TRADE UNION MEETING AS "NON-HAPPENING" IN TERMS 
OF CONCRETE ACHIEVEMENTS. ONLY RESULT WAS AGREEMENT 
TO HOLD MEETING AT END OF YEAR ON SAFE, NEUTRAL TOPIC 
UNDER CONDITIONS TO BE DETERMINED. GEIIER 
OF OPINION THAT INSTRUCTIONS TO FOUR WORKER DELEGATES 
SUFFICIENTLY BROAD THAT FOLLOW-UP MEETING WILL NOT RPT 
NOT NECESSARILY FALL UNDER ILO UMBRELLA BUT MAY WELL 
BE ORGANIZED AND FINANCED BY NATIONAL TRADE UNION 
CENTERS. END OF SUMMARY. 

2. GEIJER AND CARLSSON SAID DOMINANT THEME OF 
JANUARY 19 MEETING WAS SWEETNESS AND LIGHT. EASTERN 
UNIONS BENT OVER BACKWARDS TO APPEAR REASONABLE AND 
UNDEMANDING. GEIJER SAID IT OBVIOUS THAT EASTERNS 
BEHAVIOR RESULT OF DIRECT FOREIGN POLICY 

DECISION TO PROFIT IN TRADE UNION AREA FROM GENERAL 
POLITICAL DETENTE. CARLSSON AGREED SOVIETS HAPPY JUST 
TO HAVE HELD MEETING AS INITIAL STEP TOWARD SOVIET GOAL 
OF FULL-BLOWN ALL-DUROPEAN MEETING, AND/OR 
ORGANIZATION. WHILE CONCEDING JANUARY 19 MEETING AND 
COMMITMENT OF SUBSEQUENT MEETING WERE IN THEMSELVES 
GAINS FOR SOVIETS, SWEDES CALLED ATTENTION TO FACT THAT 
NEITHER JANUARY 19 NOR PLANNED SUBSEQUENT MEETING ARE 
YET THE TYPE OF GATHERING SOVIETS WANT. SAID THAT FOR ITS 
PART LO RETAINS HEALTHY DOSE OF SCEPTICISM RE SOVIET 
MEANS AND ENDS. 

3. CARLSSON SAID STATE OF DISORGANIZATION AMONG WESTERN 
DELEGATES REVEALED BY ABSENCE OF ANY MEANINGFUL PRELIMINARY 
CAUCUSES, DESPITE GENERAL AGREEMENT THIS SHOULD HAPPEN. 
JANUARY 18 ICFTU COCKTAIL PARTY DESCRIBED AS HAPHAZARD 
STAND-UP AFFAIR WHERE IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO UNDERTAKE 
SERIOUS PLANNING AND DISCUSSION. HE ADDED SWEDES 
CONFUSED, AT BEST, BY BEHAVOIR OF BRITISH TUC. CORRIDOR 

TALK HAD IT THAT INTERNAL BICKERING WITHIN TUC WAS STRONG 
OVER CREATION OF PERMANENT COMMITTEE OR SECRETARIAT. 
FURTHER, CARLSSON SAID SOME TUC DELEGATES, OTHERWISE 
UNIDENTIFIED, APPEARD TO BE ACTINGAS AUCCTU SPOKESMEN 
IN CORRIDORS, BUT ENTIRE DELEGATION SHOWED RESTRAINT AND 
MODERATION AT MEETING ITSELF. CURIOUS BEHAVIOR MADE 
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TUC APPEAR TO BE EITHER RUDDERLESS IN INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS, DRIFTING UNDER THE WIND OF THE MOMENT, OR 
BEDEVILED BY TOO MANY CAPTAINS STRUGGLING FOR THE WHEEL, 

IN EITHER EVENT WITH LITTLE REGARD FOR LONG-TERM EFFECTS. 

4. ON VETTER OIL CRISIS COMPLAINT CARLSSON SAID DGB CHIEF 
CIRCULATED LETTER TO ICFTU AFFILIATES SEVERAL DAYS BEFORE 
THE MEETING REMINDING THEM OF UNDERSTANDING RE LOW-KEY 
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APPROACH TO MEETING, BUT ADDING INTENTION TO 
CRITICISE EASTERN UNIONS ALONG LINES INDICATED BONN 0834. 
HOWEVER, IN HIS JAN 19 ADDRESS, VETTER SAID SINCE IT 
HAD BEEN AGREED NO POLITICAL ISSUES WOULD BE DISCUSSED, 

AND OIL CRISIS IS A POLITCCAL ISSUE, HE WOULD NOT BRING 
MATTER UP. NO SUBSEQUENT COMMENT FROM FLOOR AND 
NEITHER GEIJER NOR CARLSSON AWARE OF ANY CORRIDOR 
DISCUSSION. 

5. IN ASSESSING OUTCOME OF MEETING, GEIJER AND CARLSSON 
REPEATED SWEDISH VIEW THAT EAST-WEST TRADE UNION CONTACTS 
ARE INEVITABLE AND IMPOSSIBLE TO STOP IN CURRENT POLITICAL 
DETENTE ATMOSPHERE. HOWEVER, WESTERN UNIONS MUST BE 
WARY OF SOVIET TACTICS AND MOTIVES. WIDELY-SPACED 
TECHNICAL MEETINGS ON NEUTRAL SUBJECTS APPEAR TO SWEDES 
TO BE BEST WAY TO "BUY TIME" IN ORDER TO SLOW DOWN AND 
CONTROL VIRTUALLY HEADLONG AND OFTEN UNTHINKING RUSH TO 
THE EAST BY MANY WESTERN UNIONS. TIME THUS BOUGHT 
SHOULD HELP DIVINE SOVIET MOTIVES WHICH GEIJER AND 
CARLSSON STILL FIND UNCLEAR AND SUSPECT. 

OLSEN 
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